New CLP  Regulation Published
On December 31st of 2008 the new ‘CLP’ Regulation; Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures, amending and repealing Directives 67/548/EEC and 1999/45/EC, and amending Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 was published as an official journal of the European Union.

This Regulation shall enter into force on 20th January 2009. Titles II, III and IV shall apply in respect of substances from 1 December 2010 and in respect of mixtures (preparations) from 1 June 2015.It introduces to Ireland and the rest of Europe a new global classification and labelling scheme developed within the United Nations Globally Harmonized System of classification and labelling of chemicals (GHS) known commonly as the ‘Purple Book’. 

CLP will ensure that hazardous chemicals will be described and labelled the same throughout the world and will contribute to the harmonious development of world trade and to the progressive abolition of restrictions. 

For the worker and consumer CLP will greatly reduce the confusion, potential errors and misunderstandings that can occur when exposed to differing forms of labelling and communication of data through different types of labels and safety data sheets.  

CLP will amend and eventually repeal the existing Irish CPL Regulations for substances and preparations, whilst also amending the REACH Regulation, for example; references to the existing EU Directives, deletion of the classification and labelling inventory title (as it has been moved to CLP)  and to align the safety data sheet and labelling provisions.  

CLP Regulation will bring change to the familiar EU Classification scheme, most notably to the label and terminology used. For example
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